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CALENDARS By: Fr. Cooney

Brace yourself for another exercise in etymology, but the very familiar word
calendar not only has an interesting past, but can also help us reflect on how we will
approach the summer months. Kalendanum means “account book.” Kalendae were the
days on which accounts were due. Who would have thought that a bookkeeper may be
behind how we organize our week!

We have all heard how the civic holidays, Memorial Day and Labor Day help to
set the boundaries of summer. They're close to the equinox and solstice, but not quite.
But it's the heady smell that comes from freshly mown grass and the equally heady
smell from a backyard grill that signal the change of season.

The change of season to summer, that marks off one section of the calendar, is
reflected in the way people recreate. There is the “summer reading,” biking, swimming,
hiking, camping, light home repair/remodeling, traveliing, ball games, etc. To recreate
has a deeper meaning than simply “to play. “To recreate” or “to re-create” means to
refresh or cheer a person, to restore to a good or normal physical condition, to refresh or
enliven the mind and the spirit of someone through an interesting activity or pastime.
And it doesn't stop there. The human spirit yearns for an inner “recreation” that allows a
turning towards one's soul, one's inner self, one's place and destiny in life. Perhaps, just
perhaps, the summer months will not be seen as a time away from practicing our
religion. Maybe these warm months will be seen as an opportunity with a more varied
schedule to take the time, to relax, and seek out the spiritual that is deeply embedded in
all of us.

May what is left of your summer be biessed with good experiences and chances
to draw closer to your God. And if you happen to meet a bookkeeper, smile at the
person...they'll wonder what good they may have done.
















































