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World Youth Day was celebrated from August 8-16 this past
summer, Drawing people from all over the world this gathering
culminated with un appearance by Pope John Paul 11, St Philip’s
was well represented with five of its members in attendunce, They
included Ray Gieger, Jon Geiger, Janel Geiger, Amber Gindale
and Ginette Mayes. Janel Geiger was kind enough t compile her
thoughts und experiences 1o share with you,

PILGRIMAGE TO DENVER
JANEL GEIGER -

SUNDAY - MONDAY * We attended a Muss on Sunidiy at Thomas More with Bishop Hughes and
our families. Afterwards we boarded ene of seven buses for Colorade. After 28 hours we armived
in Denver, We had deluxe accommodations for pilgrims. Our diocese was lucky enough to sty in
the Denver University dorms,

TUESDAY - Tuesday was a day for sightsesing, We leftaround seven in the morning and we wenl
to the Adr Force Academy. Ameng the interesting things we saw was i three way cha pel. Inthe clinpel
there was a Protestant chapel an the top floor and then downstairs there was a Carhalic chapel and
a Jewish Chapel. At noon we took a train ride 1o Pike's Peak and explored the top of the Peak for
forty-five minutes, After our train ride buck down we went to The Cave of the Winds. Around nine
o'clock we watch a laser light show off the canyon at the cave.

WEDNESDAY - In downtown Denver we attended 3 Welcome Mass ut the Civie Center. We met
many friendly people from all aver the United Stutes and Europe. We even met Roh Braun from
Channel 12 News. We all had “Swap” {tems from our area 10 exchunge with teens from around the
world.

THURSDAY - While only 90,000 of the 160,000 Youth Day participants could awend the sérvice
ar Mile High Stadium our dincese was lucky to have been chosen by lottery o aend. Tt was here
that His Holiness made his first appearance to the youth ut Denver,

This was very spiritual. Tt was really neat 1o see all of the people there chearing and rejoicing
for their faith in God. We were rocking the stadium with song and enthusiasm,

One of the mast chilling parts of the evening was the appearance of arainbow. It hud bee
pouring down rain an everyvone, Then His Holiness began to speak, The rain stopped and a huge
rainbow appeared on one end of the stadium and stopped dircetly over Pope John Faul 1L

There dre no words to describe the feclings Thad. 1t was very uplifting. 1t was hard 1o walk
anwary at the end of the mght and go back 1o the dorms to sleep, After this ex PEClEnCe sveryone was
happy and it seemed as if everyone wis walking on wir.
==

[eomtinued an page two)



WORLD YOUTH DAY FRIDAY - Bishop Hughes met with our group for & prayer service,
[eontinued) Later in the day a dance was held,

SATURDAY - There were a few down sides to the trip as well. We walked six miles with heavy
backpacks on and at times it was tough, as it was supposed 10 be a soul cleansing experience. We
were surprised to meet other people we knew from our area along the way,

That night we camped out'at Cherry Creek park and it was kind of fun until the next day,

SUNDAY - It was very hot and there were people all around us falling from the heat, The paramedics
were constantly rushing by, One of the members from our group almost joined them, The long lines
for food and restrooms tesied our stamina, There weren’t encugh provisions for the estimated
SO0,000 people, .

For mysell however, the hardest part was 1o lzave Denver, Colardo, Althoughevervone was
ready 1o go home to see their families and shure their experiences with others, no one real ly wanted
to leave. It was an experience of 4 life time which none of us will ever be able to farget !|!

EDUCATI ON Members of the 5t. Fhalip Board of Teta] Educarion returned hack
to the clussroom on Suturday, September 18, 1993, o attend the
LEADERSHIP annual “Diocesan Bouards of Education Leadership Congress”
hosted by S, Pius X Parish. The theme of the Congress, “Cathiolic
CONGRESS Education: Sowing the Seeds,” staried off with praver and wus
followed by the keynote address by Mr. Frank Savage, N.C.EA.,

Washington D.C., on “The Board and Religious Fducarion”,

Mr. Savage spoke of the importanee of the Boards of Total Edueation in addressin gnotonly the needs
of their respective schools, but also the needs of the parish as a whole. Areas of particulur interest
ineluded CCD, Youth Groups, Bible Study Groups and Adult Education. A question und answer
period at the end of the presentation allowed purticipants to ask questions and share experiences
regarding specific issuss thal the various Boards have been facing,

After the keynote address, the participants atended various small Eroup presentatons that were held
i the classrooms of 81 Pius Schoel. Topics included:

Development And Boards OF Education,
Lobbying For Cathelic Education,
The Board And Adminisirative Assessment,
KERA And The Catholic School,
The New Catechism,
Legal Issues For Schools And Bosrds,

At the October meeting of the S, Philip Board of Total Education, members shared what they had
learned and discussed what could be used to improve and expand our mission of 1tal edueation for
the members of Sr. Philip's parish,
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