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FROM THE PASTOR'S DESK
By Fr. Cooney

--.Or better yet, from the window overlooking the pastor’s desk. What to write about, what
would be good for the people to read? Inthespimefweaeasantogwethanksandbegratdul
for all we are and have seems appropriate. | give thanks as | look over my desk and through the
window ta an ever changing scene of color, light, peaple and activity.

OntheuthersideafmmesIaeesweralparislﬁonersluadingaSLWncemdePaulm
with clothing, food and other iterns that people have donated.
Yesterday,agmupafmene:pandedﬂmplayamawerbymepavilm.mnthewsaunerwas
warmer some of the older children played in the field during their lunch break. From the summer
well into the fall, parishioners gathered several tirmes a week at the pavilion/shelter house for
meetings, a Mass, picnics, efc. For months several folks kept the grass on the ball field and
picnicama\wllmmnwd.mmgmhepanshfaeﬁmsunthemsideafmeuarylnglsl-hware
illumined and show some of the programthepaﬁshr’asmademermapasiseveralyaars.on
the weekends, and in fact, several imes during the week, the parking lot is full either for Mass or
a meeting in the school.

From thaothersideoﬂhemadtothemadM.,.everycﬁyisaepaﬁsh&onerstmvdlir‘rg
‘toandfm'mgeltowurk,sdm.wopping, visiting, etc. The road is indeed a road of ife and
saysagraatdealabmﬂthelivesofmepaop!einmisamaofaastemCampbeHCoumy.

And then there is the near or south side of the road. Every weekday moming parents
neighbors and friends dutifully, carefully and lavingly leave the children off for school. Ew
weekday moming the Sisters and Hwalayteachersmﬁeeaﬂymdmkemembtﬁldinga
safe and welcoming sight especially in the cold weather. The parking lot to the west of the Church
becomes the girls' playground during the week. Children work off excess energy on the same
grounds afier the 3:00 p.m. bell. There were several hours where adults and cub scouts repainted
the map neaﬂwesacﬁstyaﬂsaml?emgmundssuppuﬂedmanypaﬁsﬁomduﬂngme
summer festival. The side entrance gives people a smoath entry into the Church and
accommodates people and the deceased during a funeral,

The “view from the window™ could go on and on. If the view shows anything, it tells about
the vibrant life of the parish and its people. In the iate evening, when the lights in the school
building and Church are off and the doors secured, there's a certain restfulness that settles on
this part of the Ohio valley. The next day will begin all too soon, but in the meantime there Is time
to reflect on God's goodness and the grace that is showered on this local Church. In this Season
for thanksgiving, let us pause and be grateful for who we are and what we have,





































